
Introduction

T
his fact sheet presents info rmation about

gro u n d wa ter inve s t i gation activities under-

way at Moffett Community Housing.

M o ffett Community Housing is located near th e

city of Mountain View, Califo rnia and Moffe t t

Fe d e ral Airfield, north of Highway 101.

G ro u n d wa ter beneath some of the areas with i n

M o ffett Community Housing has been found to

c o n tain chemical contaminants, primarily

t r i ch l o ro e thene and 1,1,1 - t r i ch l o ro e th a n e. This

gro un d wa ter is not used for drinking wa te r, so th e re

is no risk to people th rough ingestion or conta c t .

The Navy plans to conduct tests to find out th e

n a t u re and extent of chemical contamination in

gro u n d wa ter under the housing areas.  The Nav y

also plans to conduct studies to make sure that th e

chemicals do not pose a health risk to people living

in Moffett Community Housing.  The Navy will look

at possible cleanup solutions if they are needed. 

Public invo lvement is a ve ry imp o rtant part of th e

e n v i ro n m e n tal process.  The project team is ve ry

i n te re s ted in fo rming and keeping an open 

relationship with the residents living in the housing area and 

s u rrounding communities.  Please feel free to contact the pers o n s

l i s ted on the back of this fact sheet for more info rm a t i o n .

Current Environmental Activities 

C
hemical contaminants have been found in groundwater

under the Wescoat Housing area of Moffett Community

Housing.  These contaminants may have traveled from

nearby Superfund sites, the Middlefield Road-Ellis 

Street-Whisman Road (MEW) site and/or the Naval Air Station

M o ffett Field site.  Gro u n d wa ter treatment 

systems are in place at these sites and cleanup is

being performed under a Record of Decision.

In addition, the National Aeronautics and Space

Administration (NASA) met with the Air Force in

December 1999 to inform them that NASA had

detected chemicals in groundwater wells during

routine groundwater monitoring. These wells were

located on NASA property near the Orion Park

housing area of Moffett Community Housing.

NA SA also conducted enviro n m e n tal samp l i n g

w i thin the north e a s te rn portion of Orion Park in

1999.  Test results showed that chemicals we re 

p resent in the gro u n d water under this area of Orion

Park.  Based on this i n fo rmation, the Navy samp l e d

the grou n d wa ter in 2000.  Results of this 

s ampling confi rmed the presence of acetone, 

benzene, 1, 2 - d i ch l o ro e thene, toluene, xylenes, and

t r i ch l o ro e thene in gro u n d wa ter under some areas of

Orion Park.  The source and extent of chemicals in

gro undwater under Orion Park is curre n t ly

u n k n own.  The Navy plans to conduct more tests to

find out this info rmation and to dete rmine whether chemicals in

gro u n d wa ter have traveled to any other areas of Moffe t t

Community Housing.

The chemicals identified in groundwater are used as industrial

cleaners (solvents) to remove grease from metal parts and in dry

cleaning activities.  Some of these chemicals are used in 

household cleaning products.

P re l i m i n a ry evaluations indicate that the chemicals in 

gro u n d wa ter do not pose a risk to residents at Moffe t t

Community Housing.  Moffett Community Housing does not use

the groundwater for drinking water, so the chemicals do not pose
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a risk to people through in gestion or conta c t .

The Navy has eva l u a ted the highest levels of

chemicals in the gro u n d wa ter to dete rm i n e

their potential to travel into indoor air.  Results

i n d i c a te that th e re is little potential for th e

chemicals to be present in the indoor air at

c o n c e n t rations that might present a risk to 

residents.  Howe ve r, the Navy intends to more

f u l ly eva l u a te the extent of chemicals in the 

gro u n d wa ter and dete rmine the potential fo r

risk to human health .

NASA has provided information indicating that

the chemicals in gro u n d wa ter could trave l

through the soil into the air.  As part of 

re d e velopment studies within Moffett Fe d e ra l

A i rfield, NA SA re c e n t ly sampled indoor air at

s e ve ral buildings.  These buildings we re not

l o c a ted within Moffett Community Housing

and we re pre v i o u s ly used as wa rehouses and

o ffices.  Results of the indoor air sampling 

i n d i c a ted that some of these buildings conta i n e d

chemicals in the indoor air that could pote n t i a l ly

pose a risk to human health if continuously

exposed over the course of 20 ye a rs.  Past build-

ing uses may be the source of chemicals in the air.

H owe ve r, gro u n d wa ter under the buildings 

te s ted also may have contributed to or been th e

s o u rce of chemicals in the indoor air.  Seve ral 

fa c to rs affect the potential for chemicals to trave l

f rom gro u n d wa ter into the air.  These include th e

d e p th to gro u n d wa te r, the concentrations of chemicals in gro u n d-

wa te r, and whether the building floor slab is cracked or i n ta c t .

What’s Next

T
he Navy is moving fo rwa rd with plans

for more studies at Moffe t t

Community Housing.  Workplans fo r

these studies will be pre p a red in Summer

2 0 01. The community and regulators will

have the opportunity to review and comment

on the workplans.  Sampling of gro u n d wa te r,

s o i l, and air is planned to occur in

December 2001.  The community will be

n o t i fied befo re the sampling occurs. Large

p o rtable drilling rigs will be used to drill

b e n e a th the ground surface to get samp l e s

of the gro u n d wa te r.  Tra ffic in the samp l i n g

area may be imp a c te d .

The s a mpling re s u l t s will be used to 

d e te rm ine the potential health risk to 

residents in the area.  A dra f t re p o rt 

p resenting the results of the inve s t i ga t i o n

will be pre p a red in Spring 2002 and provided to Moffe t t

Community Housing re s i d e n t s .
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Project Points of
Contact

T
he project team is very interested 

in hearing from you.  If you have

questions or concerns, please

feel free to contact one of the people

named here .

Andrea Muckerman

BRAC Environmental Coordinator

Southwest Division

Naval Facilities Engineering Command 

1220 Pacific Highway

San Diego, CA 92132-5190

619-532-0911

muckermanam@efdsw.navfac.navy.mil

Major Jeff Cooper

Moffett Housing Project Office

P.O. Box 40

Moffett, CA 94035

650-603-8143

jcooper@spd.usace.army.mil

Open House
The Navy is inviting the public to 
an open house on May 3rd, 20 01 

from 7 to 9 p.m. to share  information
about Moffett Community Housing
groundwater activities.  Information

regarding the location of the open house
will be mailed at a later date.  

Additional meetings may be held 
as new information develops.


